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Research, Best Practices & Logic Model - KNOWLEDGE: EDUCATION

Research says:
e Low educational attainment is associated with (1-3):
o High rates of infectious disease
o High rates of many chronic noninfectious diseases
o Self-reported poor health
o Shorter survival when sick
o and shorter life expectancy

e Studying for the GED examination may increase a dropout’s skills. Participants in some GED preparation
programs study for several hundred hours -- potentially long enough to increase skill levels (4).

e The strongest predictors that a student is likely to drop out are family characteristics such as: socioeconomic
status, family structure, family stress (e.g., death, divorce, family moves), and the mother's age. Of those
characteristics, low socioeconomic status has been shown to bear the strongest relationship to students'
tendency to drop out (5).

e The greatest impact on early literacy outcomes can be achieved through parent and caregiver education. If the
primary adult in a child’s life can learn more about the importance of early literacy and how to nurture pre-
reading skills at home, the effect of library efforts could be multiplied many times. Library preschool and
summer reading programs contribute to children’s reading skills (6).
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Best Practices Are:

e Approaches that promote academic performance include intensive instruction in particular subjects, such as
math or reading, or personalized instruction, which may include extra instructional time or help students
address specific academic performance challenges, such as poor test-taking or study skills. (1, 2)

e Those approaches that aim to develop non-academic skills include strategies designed to improve specific
behaviors, such as problem-solving skills, social interaction, and decision making, improve behaviors by focusing
on promoting close relationships with caring adults, including mentoring programs, pairing students with
counselors who regularly meet with them, and placing at-risk students in smaller classrooms where the learning
environment is more personalized and teachers get to know students' strengths and needs better. Promoting
relationships with caring adults at school is also part of a larger group of strategies that are sometimes referred
to as increasing student "engagement" in school, and may also include approaches that make school more
relevant to future work and career options. (1, 2)

e A major class of practices that have been shown to promote high school graduation is interventions that provide
high-quality intensive early education programs for young children, to promote school readiness and,
subsequently, outcomes across the student's educational career. It appears that early education may promote
later educational outcomes by improving both students' academic and non-academic skills. (3,4,5)

e Literacy best practices include: facilitating access to print; cultivating diverse partnerships; leveraging
community resources; assuring cultural relevance; using technology; developing writing skills; reading aloud and
storytelling; fostering early intervention and family engagement (6).
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Logic Model:

EXAMPLE OF COLLECTIVE ACTION FOR MEASURABLE IMPACT:
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