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Research says:  

 Low educational attainment is associated with (1-3): 
o High rates of infectious disease 
o High rates of many chronic noninfectious diseases 
o Self-reported poor health  
o Shorter survival when sick 
o and shorter life expectancy 

 

 Studying for the GED examination may increase a dropout’s skills. Participants in some GED preparation 
programs study for several hundred hours -- potentially long enough to increase skill levels (4).  

 The strongest predictors that a student is likely to drop out are family characteristics such as: socioeconomic 
status, family structure, family stress (e.g., death, divorce, family moves), and the mother's age. Of those 
characteristics, low socioeconomic status has been shown to bear the strongest relationship to students' 
tendency to drop out (5).  

 The greatest impact on early literacy outcomes can be achieved through parent and caregiver education. If the 
primary adult in a child’s life can learn more about the importance of early literacy and how to nurture pre-
reading skills at home, the effect of library efforts could be multiplied many times. Library preschool and 
summer reading programs contribute to children’s reading skills (6).  
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Best Practices Are:  

 Approaches that promote academic performance include intensive instruction in particular subjects, such as 
math or reading, or personalized instruction, which may include extra instructional time or help students 
address specific academic performance challenges, such as poor test-taking or study skills. (1, 2) 

 Those approaches that aim to develop non-academic skills include strategies designed to improve specific 
behaviors, such as problem-solving skills, social interaction, and decision making, improve behaviors by focusing 
on promoting close relationships with caring adults, including mentoring programs, pairing students with 
counselors who regularly meet with them, and placing at-risk students in smaller classrooms where the learning 
environment is more personalized and teachers get to know students' strengths and needs better. Promoting 
relationships with caring adults at school is also part of a larger group of strategies that are sometimes referred 
to as increasing student "engagement" in school, and may also include approaches that make school more 
relevant to future work and career options.  (1, 2) 

 A major class of practices that have been shown to promote high school graduation is interventions that provide 
high-quality intensive early education programs for young children, to promote school readiness and, 
subsequently, outcomes across the student's educational career. It appears that early education may promote 
later educational outcomes by improving both students' academic and non-academic skills. (3,4,5) 

 Literacy best practices include: facilitating access to print; cultivating diverse partnerships; leveraging 
community resources; assuring cultural relevance; using technology; developing writing skills; reading aloud and 
storytelling; fostering early intervention and family engagement (6).  

 

http://www.ifpl.org/Junior/studies/Role%20of%20Libraries.pdf


 Research, Best Practices & Logic Model – KNOWLEDGE: EDUCATION 

Rev. 07/09/2014 

1. Promising Practices Network, "Programs That Work, Indicator: Students Graduating from High School," Santa Monica: Calif. RAND

Corporation, 2011. [As of February 18, 2011, available at:

http://www.promisingpractices.net/programs_indicator_list.asp?indicatorid=7]

2. Department of Education, Dropout Prevention, Washington, D.C.: What Works Clearinghouse, National Center for Education 

Statistics, Institute of Education Sciences, NCEE 2008-4025, 2008. [As of February 15, 2011, available at:

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/dp_pg_090308.pdf]

3. Dynarski, M., and P. Gleason, How Can We Help? What We Have Learned from Evaluations of Federal Dropout-Prevention Programs,

Princeton, N.J.: Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., 1998.

4. Karoly, Lynn A., M. Rebecca Kilburn, and Jill S. Cannon, Early Childhood Interventions: Proven Results, Future Promise, Santa Monica,

Calif.: RAND Corporation, MG-341-PNC, 2005. [As of February 18, 2011, available at:

http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG341.html]

5. Cunha, Flavio, and James J. Heckman, "The Technology of Skill Formation," American Economic Review, Vol. 97, No. 2, 2007, pp. 31-
47.

6. Freeny, Maralita L.; Library of Congress Best Practices Literacy 2013.

Logic Model:  

EXAMPLE OF COLLECTIVE ACTION FOR MEASURABLE IMPACT: 

1

Teen Lounge Online 
Service

Teens seek 
online help in 

difficult 
subjects

Teens succeed 
in school

Community Health 
Improvement 

Partners (CHIP)

Health 
Literacy San 

Diego Training

Improve 
services to 

patients 
w/low health 

literacy

Increase awareness  
benefits of/assistance 

with education

People stay 
in school or 

seek 
alternative

Increase % 
population  

with HS 
Diploma or 

GED

Population Outcomes

E
d
u
c
a
t
i
o
n

Community Services Group – County Library

Community/Faith Based Organizations

Actions We Take Results We Seek

Districts become San 
Diego County Library 

Partners

Target parents 
of school age 

kids

Quality early 
literacy & 

parent 
education

Schools 

Coordinate at risk 
youth/teens with 

mentors

Library 
workshops & 

volunteers 
mentor 

programs

Kids benefit 
from 

intervention & 
social skills 

dev

Partner with Adult & 
Continuing Education 

District

GED and 
Parenting 

Teen Programs 

Increase teens 
& adult 

attaining HS 
diploma/GEDs

Health & Human Services Agency

Other local jurisdictions

Short Term: 

w/in 3 years

Mid-Term:

w/in 7 years

Long Term:

w/in 10 years

Partner with business 
parks for community 

access

Bookmobile 
conducts site 

day visits

Awareness & 
access to 

alternative 
reading 

resources

Business

Approach Program or Effort Objective 

http://www.promisingpractices.net/programs_indicator_list.asp?indicatorid=7
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/practiceguides/dp_pg_090308.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG341.html

